How do I get a Farm Business Registration Number? What are the advantages?
Farm business owners who have declared over $7,000 gross farm income on their most recent tax return have the legal responsibility to register their farm business with Agricorp. To begin this process, contact Agricorp at 1-866-327-3678 for a 5-10 minute phone interview.  A letter will be sent out after the interview outlining the required proof of eligibility (based on the previous year’s income tax return).  When you submit this proof and a registration fee for one of the eligible General Farm Organizations (see below), Agricorp will send your contact information and fee to the GFO of your choice and will issue you a Farm Business Registration number.  This number will be printed on your GFO membership card.  

· To learn more about Farm Business Registration
· To learn about Critical Deadlines for registering a farm business 

For the purposes of Farm Business Registration, a farmer must register with one of three recognized General Farm Organizations (GFOs).  They each have developed their own unique policy perspectives on farm issues. Inform yourself about each one and register with the one that most closely represents your interests.  You can change membership from year to year, as you choose, and you may request a refund of your fee if you do not wish to join any organization. 

· Christian Farmers Federation of Ontario (CFFO) 

· National Farmers Union—Ontario (NFU-O) 

· Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA) 

Retail Sales Tax Exemption

Any farmer with a Farm Business Registration Number is also automatically eligible for the provincial Retail Sales Tax Exemption.  New farmers who do not yet qualify for an FBRN, may also obtain this Exemption. To obtain the Retail Sales Tax Exemption, simply provide the retailer with the farm business registration number printed on your GFO membership card.  
· To learn more about the Retail Sales Tax Exemption for farmers 

Farm Property Tax Rate Program
To find out how to reduce your property taxes (or those of your farm landlord) if you have an FBRN (or an exemption as a new farmer) Click Here 
